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tion of traffic through a better general average of
roadbeds and rolling stock. In the last five years
the economy and capacity of locomotives have been
doubled. But the big immediate and comparatively
cheap improvement is in the terminal handling.
The loading, unloading, and switching about takes
a prodigious amount of time and costs the services
of many men. One has only to realize that every
hour cut off the movement of freight means an hour
of interest saved on the money invested in the goods,
to estimate that the actual money saving in cost of
transportation is not all that is involved. The great
initial advantage that gave the Armour business its
start was the recognition by the late P. D. Armour
that the privately owned refrigerator car would per-
mit the distribution of dressed meat from a central
point at a maximum of speed and a minimum of cost.
An example of what can be saved in handling is the
plan at Cincinnati where the Motor Terminals Com-
pany has devised a scheme through the use of cranes,
motor trucks with interchangeable bodies, electric
trucks operating in freight houses and piers, and the
latest hoisting machinery which will save 66,000
freight cars now used exclusively in transfer or similar
service, and will save more than 300,000 switch-cut